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Ambuehl Claims Tour Stop #2


The Gateway Amateur 9-Ball Tour 2007 held it’s 2nd Tour Stop on November 11th at Teacher’s Billiards in St. Peters, Missouri. This event was originally scheduled for a different location, but was change five days before the event. Despite the last minute change in location, 36 players came out to take their shot at winning a GAT07’ Tour Stop event.  There were many players returning from the 1st Tour Stop and numerous new Tour Members. 

Wayne Ambuehl, from Greenville, Illinois, returned for the 2nd event of the season with hopes of finishing well in the field.  Ambuehl, known for his skill in the game of 8-ball, stated that he had practiced a lot of 9-ball during the week to help prepare him for this event.  Ambuehl’s first match was against GAT veteran and sponsor, Chris Whitaker of Chris’ Cues from Anna, Illinois. Ambuehl was able to slip by Whitaker with a 5-3 victory.  Ambuehl’s next opponent Andy Hauschild had just defeated his opponent 5-2 and was eager to get back to the table in round two.  Ambuehl was determined to continue to the next round, but couldn’t seem to find much time at the table, as Hauschild defeated Ambuehl 5-0.  

Wayne Ambuehl surprisingly found himself on the loser’s side of the bracket matching up against Tim Smith.  Ambuehl was able to gain his composure after his 0-5 loss and came back strong defeating Smith 4-2.  Newcomer to the GAT, Devin Mayes was next in line for Ambuehl.  Mayes is expected to be one of the top players on the GAT this season, but also fell short to Ambuehl 4-2. Ambuehl on a hot streak ran over his next opponent 4-0 and was eager to face one of the hottest players on the 2006 GAT, Jacob White. All the skill in the world can’t help you when your opponent is controlling the table like Ambuehl did in this match.  Ambuehl rolled over White 4-0 sending white packing his cues.  Ambuehl’s next match was against Jeff Tullis, another strong player on the GAT, but not strong enough.  Tullis joined the railbirds (on lookers) as Ambuehl defeated him 4-2.  The 2006 GAT Season Champion, Doug Patrick, probably #2 ranked player on the GAT, was the next roadblock for Ambuehl on his way to the finals.  Despite the skills that Patrick has shown us, it just wasn’t enough for the smooth stroking Ambuehl.  Ambuehl caught another groove and defeated Patrick 4-1, moving into the last round on the loser’s side.  Gary Finley was playing his best throughout the tournament and was also sent to the loser’s side by Andy Hauschild.  Finley was waiting for his opponent to emerge to match up to see who would get their chance in the championship. 

Wayne Ambuehl has rolled over his last three opponents and was ready to stop.  As Ambuehl and Gary Finley matched up, the winner was going to get the opportunity to get revenge on Andy Hauschild.  Ambuehl was ready for the challenge and defeated Finley 4-1, moving into the Championship match.  The Championship match is one match race to 7 with the hot seat, which happens to be Hauschild, getting one game on the wire.

Both Hauschild and Ambuehl put on a display of their talents, running racks, banking, safeties, excellent position play, but it was Ambuehl who was able to string together enough pocket 9-balls and won the Championship match 7-5.


Next stop, December 9th at Sharky’s Billiards in Collinsville, Illinois!

 Results: (including Calcutta)

1st - Wayne Ambuehl, Greenville, IL…$680 + plaque

2nd- Andy Hauschild, $420
3rd- Gary Finley, $220
4th- Doug Patrick, $120
5th/6th- Ryan Hopping & Jeff Tullis, $40each
7th/8th- Jerry Bellovich & Jacob White, $20each


Top 4 in Points Race:

1st- Wayne Ambuehl, 36pts.

2nd- Jerry Bellovich, 34pts.

3rd- Jacob White, 28pts.

4th- Devin Mayes, 26pts.

     We would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors:

AZBilliards

Pool & Billiard Magazine

On The Hill Q Sales

Office Depot

SlipStic

Ultimate Pool Player Magazine

Zim’s Rack Billiard Promotions

Chris’ Custom Cues

Webb Custom Cues

Zimmerman Custom Cues

Quinn’s Sports Bar in Fairview Heights, Illinois

Brenden’s Billiards in Fairview Heights, Illinois

 Teachers Billiards in St. Peters, Missouri

Chesterfield Billiards in Chesterfield, Missouri

Riverbend Billiards in Alton, Illinois

Sharky’s Billiards in Collinsville, Illinois

     For more information on the Gateway Amateur 9-Ball Tour or if you would like to become a sponsor, visit Zim’s Rack Billiard Promotions at www.zimsrack.com.  
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