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Mayes Snaps the Tour Championship

The Gateway Amateur 9-Ball Tour 2007 held it’s Final Tour Championship on September 8th at Quinn’s Sports Bar & Billiards in Fairview Heights, Illinois. This month’s event was held for the top players on tour throughout the entire tour season. Once again, another local tournament shared this day with the GAT as well as some players. Despite the APA Singles Championship going on a few miles from Quinn’s Sports Bar, we were still able to draw a field of 34 players for the $1,900 Added Final Tour Championship. With a small field participating, we increased the race format by 1 game on both sides.

Aside from the tournament payout, there were a few others that received recognition for their participation during the tour season. Players acquired points throughout the tour season to qualify for the tour championship as well as a $1,000.00 bonus payout to the top 4 in points.  Larry Phelps finished 4th with 143 points earning $100; Eric Faught finished 3rd with 158 points earning $200; Andy Hauschild finished 2nd with 161 points earning $300 and Jerry Bellovich finished 1st with 210 points earning $400.  Jacob White, probably one of the most likable players on the GAT was awarded the GAT07 Sportsmanship Award. White carries himself very well both on and off the table, never complains about anything and even apologizes when the Pool Gods give him a roll, always shows up early and stays until the end. Many players have shown their improvements over the year, but we felt that one player stood out the most from the others. Josh Faught, a junior player, received the GAT07 Most Improved Player award. Both players received a pewter trophy and a year’s subscription to Pool & Billiards Magazine. Appreciation plaques were awarded to Quinn’s Sports Bar and the Billiard Club in Granite City for hosting the GAT07 events this season. Each Host Pool Room received an appreciation plaque at their last event of the season; however we felt that the Billiard Club deserved a little extra recognition. One of the Host Pool Rooms closed down only 3 months into the season and the Billiard Club stepped in to take over, for that we are very thankful.

This event brought the best out in many of our players.  We saw the underdogs cash out and some of the top players joining the rest of the railbirds for the evening matches.  Bryan Westermann will not be taken for granted in the future.  Westermann defeated Justin Ballou 6-1, Terry Short 6-3 and Andy Hauschild (one of the top 3 players on tour) 6-5 before losing to the GAT06’ Tour Champion Doug Patrick 6-4.  Westermann then sent Jacob White home before falling short to Ken Morisaki.  Another junior player, Josh Palozolla came out to player today.  After a first round loss to Wayne Ambuehl 1-6, he battled his way thru the field with wins over Mark Kimbro 5-3, Jerry Bellovich (one of the top 3 players on tour) 5-2 before losing to Joe Knapp 2-5, finishing respectably 9th-12th.      

Devin Mayes participated in 9 of the 13 events this year and finished ranked 5th showed each of his competitors what he could do.  Mayes walked thru the field with force defeating Bob Straub 6-2, Dustin Davidson 6-1, Gary Finley 6-1, Ken Morisaki 6-3, and Doug Patrick 6-2 to put himself in the hot seat.  Patrick went on to defeat Ken Morisaki on the hill 5-4 and stepped up to take another shot at Mayes.  Mayes was given a game on the wire going to 7, but quickly found himself down 3-1 to Patrick.  Patrick played several safes to give himself another chance at the table, but Mayes was kicking, jumping and banking his way to the 9 ball each game and soon was able to overcome Patrick and win the match 7-3.  Mayes earned the coveted tour plaque, $1,295.00 and the title of the GAT07 Champion!

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

The GAT08 has a new format, new game and some new places to play!  Be sure to check out our website, www.zimsrack.com for updated information.  

A total of $4,185.00 was paid out to players at today’s event!

 Results: (including Calcutta)

1st – Devin Mayes, $1,295 + plaque

2nd- Doug Patrick
3rd- Ken Morisaki
4th- Bryan Westermann
5th/6th- Larry Phelps & Jacob White

7th/8th- Joe Knapp & Michael Zimmerman

9th/12th- Josh Palozolla, Andy Hauschild, Tim Smith & Gary Finley

13th/16th- Jerry Bellovich, Jerry Jolliff, Terry Short & Eric Faught

    We would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors:

AZBilliards

D&L Billiard Company

Pool & Billiard Magazine

On The Hill Q Sales

Office Depot

SlipStic

Ultimate Pool Player Magazine

Zim’s Rack Billiard Promotions

Chris’ Custom Cues

Webb Custom Cues

Zimmerman Custom Cues

Quinn’s Sports Bar in Fairview Heights, Illinois

Brenden’s Billiards in Fairview Heights, Illinois

Teachers Billiards in St. Peters, Missouri

The Billiard Club in Granite City, Illinois

Riverbend Billiards in Alton, Illinois

     For more information on the Gateway Amateur Tour or if you would like to become a sponsor, visit Zim’s Rack Billiard Promotions at www.zimsrack.com.  
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