“Six for Six – Parity on the Tour”

Mayes Takes Stop #6!!

On a beautiful March day that most would have done activities outdoors, the forty-three diehard rack-busters attempted to dethrone the current GAT winner, Jeff Diekemper, of his post.  For the sixth straight stop, the group was successful.  Devin Mayes is now seated on top of the mountain.


Players came from all over the region this month – as far as Rolla, Mo to the remote suburbs of Chicago to converge on Riverbend Billiards in Alton, Illinois.  The field included all of the tour’s top players, with one woman player included in the mix, all vying for that “coveted” plaque (don’t ask why it’s coveted) and some cash to boot, too.

Riverbend, as usual, was a great host, allowing 15 tables to be used for the event.  The event kicked off without a hitch, as usual.  By 3:00 pm, there were 20 surviving members of plaques conquerors.

While everyone was battling it out, Rich Mager, from Chicago, was sitting in the driver’s seat.  Waiting anxiously, Mager scouted his opponents as they battled it out on the losers’ side.  That is where Mayes rolled through with challenges coming only from Larry Phelps and tour leader Jerry Bellovich.  Both matches went to the hill.  Mayes survived the gauntlet.

The championship was another one of epic proportion.  Mager and Mayes battled back and forth, game by game in the one set series for the title.  The edge went to Mayes 7-6.  He cashed in with a whopping payday of $895 while Mager earned a nice $450 for his efforts.  With this win, Mayes inched closer to tour leader, Bellovich; only 5 points out of first with 81 points (Bellovich, 86).  Andy Hauschild, from Shipman, Illinois, is still in third with 73 points while Wayne Ambuehl sits in fourth with 70 points.  The battle is shaping up strongly at the half waypoint.  The way the parity is now, the question is who is going to survive.  

Thanks to all of our great sponsors that support the tour.  Without you, this event would not be possible.  Join us on April 7th, 2007, as the tour makes its inaugural stop at the Billiard Club in lovely downtown Granite City.  Remember all the fun begins at 11:00am.  Hope to see you all there!   

Announcement:

We would like to welcome D&L Billiard Co. from Chicago to the GAT07’ as one of our sponsors. D&L Billiard Co. is owned by one of the regular GAT members, Dan Koste. D&L Billiard Co. is an authorized leasing agent for Diamond Billiard Products (pool tables) and an authorized dealer for Diamondback products. 

Final Results and Payout (including Calcutta):

 1st- Devin Mayes, $895 + Coveted Tour Plaque

2nd- Rich Mager, $450

3rd- Dustin Davidson, $240

4th- Jerry Bellovich, $120

5th/6th- Andy Hauschild & Derek Heaton, $40each

7th/8th- Joe Knapp & Larry Wright, $20each

Top 4 in Points Race:

Jerry Bellovich, 86pts

Devin Mayes, 81pts

Andy Hauschild, 73pts

Wayne Ambuehl, 70pts

     We would like to take this opportunity to thank our sponsors:

AZBilliards

D&L Billiard Co.

Pool & Billiard Magazine

On The Hill Q Sales

Office Depot

SlipStic

Ultimate Pool Player Magazine

Zim’s Rack Billiard Promotions

Chris’ Custom Cues

Webb Custom Cues

Zimmerman Custom Cues

Quinn’s Sports Bar in Fairview Heights, Illinois

Brenden’s Billiards in Fairview Heights, Illinois

Teachers Billiards in St. Peters, Missouri

Riverbend Billiards in Alton, Illinois

Sharky’s Billiards in Collinsville, Illinois

Billiard Club in Granite City, Illinois

     For more information on the Gateway Amateur 9-Ball Tour or if you would like to become a sponsor, visit Zim’s Rack Billiard Promotions at www.zimsrack.com.  

